
Northern California Chapter of SAMPE
Presents

Dr. Robert N. Anderson
Ph.D, P.E., P.I.

"Rules and Roles of the Expert Witness in Composite
Litigation Cases"

Hardboard siding is a composite.  It is made of wood fibers and a resin binder. As with any product, it can be the
object of litigation if it fails to meet the expectations of the consumer.  This is because plaintiffs, such as building
owner, can seek the cost of repairs or replacement when composite siding material fails.  The material can be
sensitive to moisture, with the result that it dimensionally changes - warps - and acts to support the growth of
mold.  When determining fault, the parties use expert witnesses in the appropriate engineering or scientific areas
to support the presentation of their case.

Expert witnesses must follow the rules of testimony as established by court cases such as Fry, Daubert, and
Kumho.  These cases formed the basis by which expert testimony can be accepted by the court.  The engineer or
scientist in the role of the expert witness is responsible for understanding these rules and their boundaries on
presenting expert testimony in the courtroom.  Dr. Anderson will discuss this in his presentation on Wednesday,
March 13, 2002 for the Northern California Chapter of SAMPE.

Dr. Anderson is the president of RNA Consulting, Inc., an engineering consulting corporation that specializes in
forensic materials engineering and sciences.  His expertise is the analysis of the behavior of materials, such as
metal, plastics, glass, and ceramics in their related environments.

Dr. Anderson holds Ph.D. in Metallurgy from Stanford University and degrees in Chemical Engineering and
Chemistry from the University of California at Berkeley and the University of San Francisco.  He publishes
extensively in the areas of thermodynamics, surface chemistry, fire analysis, and understanding of archeological
materials.

 March 13, 2002
Michaels at Shoreline

2960 Shoreline Blvd.
Mountain View, CA

Registration:  5:30 PM
Dinner:  6:00 PM
Speaker:  7:00 PM

Food Selections:  Steak or Salmon

Members:  $17.00
Non Members $22.00

Students $10.00

Contact:  Jack Jew 650-424-3011 jack.jew@lmco.com
or Carroll Bergdahl 408-446-4680 cbergdahl@aol.com

Michaels at
Shoreline

mailto:jack.jew@lmco.com
mailto:cbergdahl@aol.com


Announcements

March 13th  Santa Clara County Science Fair - 5 or 6 Judges volunteered from ASM and SAMPE.  Five
to six hours needed for the day.  Lunch is included.  Contact: Jack Jew jack.jew@lmco.com

11th Annual Filament Winding Workshop - March 20-22 Salt Lake City, Utah.  Host by Entec Composite
Machines, Inc. Registration $795.00.  Little America Hotel.   Contact:  801-486-8721, Fax 801-484-4363,
e-mail: robyna@entec.com

Bridge Building Contest.  Donations of supplier materials the kits.  Last year kits contained, epoxy resin,
adhesives, fabrics, tapes, prepregs, and braids, small spool of fibers, pultrusions, and various core
materials.  All materials are related to FRP fabrication.  Target is for 60 entrants.  Contact: Howard
Klinger asklinger@voicenet.com

SAMPE International Coming Events

April 9 - 11, 2002   23rd International SAMPE Europe Conference and Tutorials/JEC, Paris, France

May 12 - 16, 2002  SAMPE 2002 Symposium /Exhibition, Long Beach, CA.  www. sampe.org

November 4-7, 2002  34th International SAMPE Technical Conference Baltimore, MD

SAMPE Fellows To Be Honored at the SAMPE 2002 Symposium

Steve Loud, Dr. Michael V. McCabe, Dr. Ching -Long Ong Dr. A. Brent Strong

Are there Fellow in Your Midst?  Contact George Schmitt at george.schmitt@wpafb.af.mil

Fifth Annual Super Light Weight Composite Bridge Building Contest
SAMPE 2002, May 12-16, 2002 Long Beach, CA

The objective is to design and build the most weight efficient bridge constructed of composite materials.
The maximum bridge envelop will be 22.5 " diameter x 6" high and will be supported by 3 posts equally
spaced on a 21" circle.  The bridge will be center loaded, and the most weight efficient bridge will be
judged winner.  Rules and entry form are on P50 of the SAMPE Journal.
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Northern California Chapter of SAMPE Board Meeting

The board meets once a month, usually on the first Wednesday of the month, to plan technical meetings,
organize the Composite Workshop, and take care of organizational activities such as the newsletter, new
officers, scholarships, etc.  The meetings are held during the dinner hour and we eat and meet.  They start at
5:30 and are usually finished by 7:30.

New officers are often old timers who seem to be able to volunteer their time to their profession in some way.
We really try not to put too many demands on anyone and often you can do a lot of your SAMPE work during
lunch hours.  Our membership has dropped below 200 members when just a few years ago we were at 750.
Mailing the newsletter was really a big job then!  We need to have you help by attending meetings, making
suggestions for technical speakers, or volunteering yourself to deliver a paper.  Our board noticed there are not
too many papers on space applications in the 2002 Symposium in Long Beach.  Well, the New Jersey Chapter
probably would have loved to have five to ten papers on that subject.   Someone needs make the suggestions to
the right people at the right time.  If you have suggestions or would like to participate as an officer or just talk
with the board, call Carroll Bergdahl at 408-446-4680 or email: cbergdahl@aol.com.

Northern California Chapter of SAMPE 2001-2002 Officers

Chairman:
Roger A. Stonier
Space Systems/Loral
Tel: (650) 852-4138
Fax: (650) 852-4267
E-mail: roger.stonier@ssd.loral.com

1st Vice Chairman:
Dr. Stuart M. Lee
Ford Aerospace (retired)
Tel: (650) 493-3292
Fax: (650) 493-4085
E-mail: smlee20@aol.com

2nd Vice Chairman:
Dr. Tracy B. Colwell
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 742-9608
Fax: (408) 742-7511
E-mail: tracy.colwell@lmco.com

Treasurer:
Andrew Zsolnay
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 743-1712
E-mail: a.m.zsolnay@lmco.com

Secretary:
Derek J. Edinger
Space Systems/Loral
Tel: (650) 852-6157
Fax: (650) 852-4666
E-mail: edinger.derek@ssd.loral.com

Sr. National Director:
Jack Jew
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 743-6773
Fax: (408) 742-7511
E-mail: jack.jew@lmco.com

Jr. National Director:
Gary Holmquist
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 756-6452
Fax: (408) 756-6550
E-mail: gary.holmquist@lmco.com

Workshop Chairman:
Scott Poveromo
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 743-0653
E-mail: scott.l.poveromo@lmco.com

Newsletter and Publicity:
Carroll A. Bergdahl
Bergdahl Associates, Inc.
Tel: (408) 446-4680
Fax: (408) 865-0623
E-mail: cbergdahl@aol.com

Arrangements:
Bill Melberg
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 743-1192
E-mail: bill.melberg@lmco.com

Sr. Advisor:
Dr. Jerry Zakrzewski
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 742-9453
Fax: (408) 756-4220
E-mail: jerry.zakrzekski@lmco.com

Membership:
Bob Milligan
Lockheed Martin
Tel: (408) 742-4510
Fax: (408) 742-7511
E-mail: robert.milligan@lmco.com
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Sponsors of the Northern California Chapter of SAMPE 2002

Contact: John Regan
3437 South Airport Way
P.O. Box 6189
Stockton, CA 95206
Tel: (209) 983-3230
Fax: (209) 983-3375
E-mail: jpregan@aascworld.com
WWW: www.aascworld.com

Contact: Carroll Bergdahl
6235 Rainbow Drive
San Jose, CA 95129
Tel: (408) 446-4680
Fax: (408) 865-0623
E-mail: cbergdahl@aol.com
WWW: www.bergdahl.com

Contact: Kendall Oblak
18410 Butterfield Boulevard
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Tel: (408) 776-0700
Fax: (408) 776-0107
E-mail: kendall@brytetech.com
WWW: www.brytetech.com/

Contact: Terri Radebach
1440 N. Draemer Boulevard
Anaheim, CA 93806
Tel: (714) 666-4340
Fax: (714) 666-4351
WWW: www.cytec.com

Contact: Cindy Bowman
2975 Cohansey Drive
San Jose, CA 95132
Tel: (408) 259-0703
Fax: (408) 259-9878
E-mail: cindys100@aol.com
WWW: www.evroberts.com

Contact: John Moore
16310 NE 80th Street, Suite 102
Redmond, WA 98052
Tel: (425) 558-4400
Fax: (425) 861-5847
E-mail: john.moore@hexcel.com
WWW: www.hexcelcomposites.com

           HITCO CARBON COMPOSITES, INC.

Contact: Gary Pruett
1600 West 135th Street
Gardena, CA 90249-2506
Tel: (310) 970-5564
Fax: (310) 970-5513
E-mail: pruett.gary@hitco.com
WWW: www.hitco.com

Contact: Jerry Zakrzewski
1111 Lockheed Martin Way
Sunnyvale, CA 94089
Tel: (408) 742-9453
Fax: (408) 756-4220
E-mail: jerry.zakrzekski@lmco.com
WWW: lmms.external.lmco.com

Contact: Blake Confer
2850 Willow Pass Road
P.O. Box 312
Bay Point, CA 94565-0031
Tel: (661) 224-1365
Fax: (661) 224-1346
E-mail: blake.confer@loctite.com
WWW: www.dexteraero.com

Contact: Robert Bowman
3211 East Chestnut Expressway,
Springfield, MO 65802-2592
Tel: (417) 869-3501 x3111
E-mail: rmbowman@mmm.com
WWW: www.mmm.com

Contact: Michael Rainaldi
445 Indio Way
Sunnyvale, CA 94085-4203
Tel: (408) 774-5703
Fax: (408) 774-0573
E-mail: mike_rainaldi@m-chem.com
WWW: www.mitsubishichemical.com

Nippon Graphite Fiber Corporation
Contact: Thomas Wong
9604 Weybridge Court
Cypress, CA 90630-2762
Tel: (714) 826-3235
Fax: (714) 826-3528
E-mail: tg_wong@compuserve.com
WWW: plaza6.mbn.or.jp/~NGF/english
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Sponsors of the Northern California Chapter of SAMPE 2002

Contact: Gerald Sauer
3883 East Eagle Drive
Anaheim, CA 92807
Tel: (714) 630-3003 ext 203
Fax: (714) 630-4443
E-mail: jsauer@ocmtestlabs.com
WWW: www.ocmtestlabs.com

Contact: Rick Byrens
250 Clug Circle
Corona, CA 92880
Tel: (714) 701-7383
Fax: (714) 701-7373
E-mail: rickb@psi-pci.com
WWW: www.psi-pci.com/pci

Contact: Darrell Oakes
3665 WS Deschutes Street
Corvallis, OR 97333
Tel: (541) 753-0607
Fax: (541) 753-0610
E-mail: darrelloakes@pmiclab.com
WWW: www.pmiclab.com

Contact: Scott Peck
3825 Fabian Way
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Tel: (650) 852-5979
Fax: (650) 852-4267
E-mail: peck.scott@ssd.loral.com
WWW: www.ssloral.com

Contact: Wally Hansen
136 Wright Brothers Avenue
Livermore, CA 94550
Tel: (925) 454-3010
Fax: (925) 454-3011
E-mail: whansen@ultracorinc.com
WWW: www.ultracorinc.com

Contact: Steve Hinkle
5121 San Fernando Road West
Los Angeles, CA 90039
Tel: (661) 284-2356
Fax: (661) 284-2362
E-mail: steve.hinkle@vantico.com
WWW: www.vantico.com

YLA, Inc.
Contact: Sean Johnson
2970 Bay Vista Court
Benicia, CA 94501
Tel: (707) 747-2783
Fax: (707) 747-4944
E-mail: sjohnson@ylainc.com
WWW: www.yalinc.com
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